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then dominated by Chaldean, Egyptian and Greek
thought.
Q. But is not the doctrine of Reincarnation, though
found in the Hindu, Buddhist, Egyptian, Greek and
Roman religions^ alien at least to Christianity ?
Ans. This question of profound importance is being
much discussed to-day by thinkers in the West, and is
arousing a good deal of controversy and antagonism which
seem rather to be based on ignorance than on study. The
doctrine of the pre-existence of the soul and reincarna-
tion branches out along two lines in the early Christian
writings, and in the writings of the Jews who preceded the
Christian? , Sometimes stress is laid upon the fact that
the soul did not come into existence with the body, that
he is eternal in his nature, or to speak more correctly,.
the Spirit is eternal and comes forth from God. This
branch of the doctrine, then, commonly distinguished as
^the pre-existence of the soul" simply asserts that the
Spirit in man is eternal, comes forth from God; that there
came forth also from God many Spirits who are not
incarnate in human form, and that these passed on
through various stages and through various worlds until
some of them came into the physical world, where they
underwent a training which prepared them for a higher
evolution, gradually climbing back with the experience
that they had gathered into the original purity that they
had lost. That doctrine, in the form roughly sketched
here, may be said to be universal, both among the Jews
and in the early Church. In the more precise and
scientific form of reincarnation, i.e., repeated rebirths
into the physical form of man on a physical earth, it is
found in some of the writings of the early Church, but
not in all. Some speak vaguely of pre-existence, others

